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WEDDING PLANNING
Our community welcomes those interested in celebrating their wedding at St. Peter the Apostle. In the 
sacrament of marriage, a man and women pledge their love before God in the presence of the community, 
vowing to journey together as partners for life. The Church sees in the commitment of marriage a symbol of 
Christ’s love and devotion to his Church. It takes seriously the never-ending covenant that this bond implies. 

A commitment of this nature takes thought and preparation. Couples who wish to celebrate their marriage 
at St. Peter the Apostle should contact the parish at least six months in advance of the date they have in 
mind. Our parish staff is ready to assist couples through the marriage preparation process, the completion of 
the required documentation for the Diocese and the planning of the wedding liturgy. 

St. Peter parishioners will have first priority in scheduling wedding dates. We will accept requests for  
wedding dates from non-parishioners depending on facility availability and with the pastor’s approval.  
Below is information regarding the marriage preparation process and wedding service planning. To schedule 
a wedding, call the Parish Center at 630-773-1272. It is advisable for couples to schedule their wedding with 
the church before they book a reception hall, as not all dates and times may be available at St. Peter’s.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

The following required documents must be filed with the Parish Center one month prior to the wedding:

Baptismal Certificate 
A baptismal certificate issued no more than six months before the wedding must be submitted by each 
Catholic party and procured from the church where each was baptized. A record of baptism must be procured 
by any non-Catholic Christian from their own denomination.

Affidavits
Two affidavits affirming each party’s freedom to be married must be submitted. These affidavits are signed by 
a witness, normally a family member, in the presence of a priest or deacon from any Catholic church.

Pre-nuptial Questionnaire
A pre-nuptial questionnaire is to be filled out with the priest/deacon who is assisting the couple prepare 
for their marriage. The Catholic party signs a paper expressing his/her intention to raise any children in the 
Catholic faith when there is a marriage between a Catholic person and a person of another faith.

Marriage License
A Marriage License must be obtained from the DuPage County Clerk’s Office. Both parties must appear 
together at the location listed below and present valid identification with proof of age. There is a $30.00 cash 
fee. The license can be given to the priest, deacon or wedding coordinator the night of rehearsal or dropped 
off at the Parish Center prior to the wedding.

DuPage County Clerk’s Office 
421 N. County Farm Road
Wheaton, Illinois 60187    

Phone: 630-682-7035

http://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/1822/

St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church

Parish Contact:  ............................................................... Deacon Frederick Maier 
Office Phone:  .................................................................. 630-773-1272 (ext. 201)
E-mail:  .................................................................................. liturgy@stpeter.com 



MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM 

Engaged couples in the Joliet Diocese are required to participate in a formal marriage preparation program. 
This can be a Pre Cana weekend retreat or a day long Wedding/Pre Cana Preparation Workshop.  
Though we do not offer these services at St. Peter the Apostle, our office can provide couples with contact 
numbers for the Diocese of Joliet and the Archdiocese of Chicago to locate upcoming Pre Cana events at a 
parish and time convenient for both parties. We suggest couples look into scheduling this event soon after they 
book their wedding date with St. Peter’s. Call Deacon Fred Maier at ext. 201 for detailed information regarding 
marriage preparation opportunities. 

FOCCUS INVENTORY 

Part of the marriage preparation process in the Diocese of Joliet includes the completion of the FOCCUS 
Inventory (Facilitating Open Couple Communication Understanding and Study). This multiple answer 
questionairre surveys engaged couple’s opinions regarding issues that arise in marital relationships.  
One of our parish staff members will administer the FOCCUS inventory. The priest or deacon assisting the 
couple with their marriage preparation will review and discuss the results with them at a subsequent meeting. 
Couples should call the Parish Center to make an appointment to take the FOCCUS Inventory. There is no fee 
for this service. Please allow 60-90 minutes for this survey. It is recommended that couples take the FOCCUS 
Inventory after they have completed their Marriage Preparation Program.

Wedding Liturgy Planning 

The Director of Liturgy, Deacon Fred Maier, will help couples plan the church service. A sacramental  
wedding is a liturgical event of public worship and requires that the Rite of Christian Marriage is followed. 
These guidelines are mentioned below. However, within the ritual framework, couples have latitude in 
planning some of the details and personalizing their wedding within the framework of these rites. 

Call Deacon Fred at the Parish Center, ext. 201, to set up an appointment to begin the planning process.  
Deacon Fred will meet with couples at their earliest convenience after booking their date. Couples will be 
provided a planning packet, including a booklet, Together for Life, from which to choose scripture readings and 
some of the ritual prayers. A list of frequently chosen wedding music and a sampler CD of music selections 
will be provided, as well as a wedding outline sheet and an inventory sheet to list family and friends who will 
be participating in the service. Couples can take this packet with them to consider options and make their 
selections. Planning materials should be completed a month prior to the wedding. Couples can communicate 
their finalized service information by scheduling a follow-up meeting with Deacon Fred, calling him at ext. 201, 
communicating with him by e-mail at liturgy@stpeter.com, or dropping off materials at the Parish Center. 

If couples have any additional questions during the planning process, call Deacon Fred or e-mail him with any 
inquiries. 



LITURGY PLANNING OUTLINE

Rite
The Sacrament of Marriage is celebrated within a full Mass, or a Ceremony consisting of a Liturgy of the Word 
service with marriage rites. In consultation with the priest or deacon, the couple will determine what form of 
liturgy will best enable their particular wedding assembly to celebrate to its fullest.

Readings and Readers
The readings must come from Sacred Scripture. Numerous selections are offered in the planning book, 
Together for Life, for Old and New Testament readings. Family members or friends can proclaim these readings 
as well as a set of General Intercessions, section J, in Together for Life.

Music
All vocal music must be sacred in nature and reflect the ritual moment. Tasteful instrumental music may also 
be used at appropriate times in the service. Attached is a sample list of approved wedding music though many 
more options are available. Music selections will be reviewed and approved at the final wedding planning 
consultation.

Outside Musicians
Outside musicians from other parishes are welcome to play or sing for your wedding. Any outside musicians 
must be cleared by the music director. 

Presentation of the Gifts 
Family members or friends may bring up the gifts of bread and wine at the offertory. 

Flowers to the Blessed Mother 
Bouquets may be presented to the Blessed Mother at the Holy Family statue at meditation time before  
the end of the ceremony. This is a very popular although optional element of the service.

Guest Clergy 
Priests and deacons who are relatives or friends of the family are welcome to witness and participate in 
weddings. With the pastor’s approval, they may preside at the service if they are diocesan clergy. If they are 
from outside of our diocese they must be cleared through the Joliet chancery. St. Peter’s staff can assist the 
family and guest clergy person with this process.

Servers 
Our parish provides servers to assist at weddings. It is customary to provide a gratuity for the servers which is 
listed in our wedding fees. Outside altar servers are welcome if they are fully trained in the ministry.  
Guest servers should attend the wedding rehearsal and must report a half hour early to the church to meet 
with the presider.

Wedding Coordinator 
Each wedding is assigned a wedding coordinator. This person is a competent liturgy staff person who will 
organize and direct both the wedding rehearsal and wedding service. Once the planning is completed a 
coordinator will be assigned and given the wedding information. The coordinator and couple will be given  
each other’s phone numbers and email addresses to facilitate communication.

Rice, Birdseed, Confetti 
The use of rice, birdseed or confetti is not permitted inside or outside of the church. These items create 
maintenance/clean up issues for the parish. The release of balloons is not allowed due to environmental 
concerns. Outside the church, after the service, bells or bubbles are allowed.



Wedding CD Sampler

 12 Ps. 128 Blest Are those Who Love You
 13 Ps. 89 Forever I Will Sing
 14 Ps. 103 The Lord Is Kind, Merciful (Cotter)
 15 When Love Is Found (Haas)
 16 We Will Serve the Lord (Haas)
 17  We Have Been Told (Haas)
 18 Ps. 128 Blessed Are They (Haugen)
 19 Touch Somebody’s Life (Moore)
 20 Arioso (Bach)
 21 Trumpet Tune in D Major (Purcell)
 22 The Gift of Love (Hopson) 

WEDDING MUSIC SELECTIONS

The music listed below is on a CD which will be given to couples at their first wedding planning consultation.

This is a sampler CD of appropriate and frequently requested music for Catholic wedding services.  
Many other options are available. 

Vocal music must be sacred music. Instrumental music must be appropriate for the ritual moment and tasteful.

Questions regarding music planning can be directed to the parish Music Director, Roberta Moroz, by e-mail at 
music@stpeteritasca.com or 630-773-1272 (ext. 207) 

Flowers, Pew Decorations and Aisle Runners 
The church environment changes according to the liturgical seasons. Parish art and environmental effects may 
not be moved for weddings or for photography. Cut floral arrangements and plants are allowed, but they may 
not be placed on the altar or obstruct movement around the altar. Bows, flowers, and toile may be used as 
pew decorations so long as they are affixed with hooks or elastic bands. No tape of any kind is allowed to affix 
decorations to the wood pews. Aisle runners are allowed. St. Peter’s main aisle is approximately 70ft. in length. 
The wedding coordinator will be present one hour before the wedding to accept floral deliveries and assist in 
the placement of decorations. Florists are welcome to call the director or wedding coordinator if questions 
arise regarding the parish’s floral policies.

Photography and Videography 
Photographers and videographers are welcome to take pictures or video from the side aisles, choir loft and 
church entrance way. They may not shoot from or wander into the sanctuary area during the service, tape 
wires to the carpet or furniture or in any way be a visual distraction. After the service, the church may be 
used for pictures. All photography must be completed one half hour after the conclusion of the service. 
Photographers and videographers are welcome to consult with the wedding coordinator before the wedding 
and should consult with the coordinator the day of the wedding for any further instructions. Family members 
and friends are not allowed to stand in the pews, stand or walk in the aisles to take personal pictures or video 
during any part of the service. Couples should advise their guests ahead of time.

ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE ALLOWED IN THE CHURCH OR ON CHURCH PREMISES.  
COUPLES SHOULD ALSO ADVISE GUESTS THAT IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE TO CHEW GUM IN CHURCH.  

 1 Hornpipe (Handel)
 2 Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke)
 3 Rondeau Mouret
 4  Rigaudon (Campra)
 5 Ode to Joy (Beethoven)
 6 Canon in D (Pachelbel)
 7 Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach)
 8 Ave Maria (Schubert)
 9  Ave Maria (Bach Gounod)
 10  Ps. 100 We Are God’s People
 11 Ps. 145 I Will Praise Your Name
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