
May 17, 2020

Today marks eight weeks, or two months, since we have not celebrated the Eucharist together at Holy Mass. 
I can see a light at the end of the tunnel, though the light is not so bright yet. 

As many of you know, the Diocese of Joliet and Rockford joined the Cardinal of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
and came up with somewhat of a plan to reopen our churches. As I received this information on Wednesday, 
I am realizing that unfortunately it was much easier to close the church than it will be to reopen it. 
Tomorrow, Monday the May 18, there will be a webinar for pastors and deacons to view on how to proceed 
to reopen our churches. Please pray for all of us in this process. 

In these moments, there is no question that we feel sometimes that we are alone, like orphans. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus is speaking to His disciples at the Last Supper and Jesus offers encouragement to his disciples, 
who will soon see him crucified. He reassures them that even though He will leave them, He will not 
abandon them. Instead He will send them the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, through whom the disciples will 
continue to live in union with Jesus. He is present in our actions. 

Saturday afternoon while I was outside cutting the grass, a family came to church. It saddened me when  
I saw their young daughter in her First Communion dress, holding the door of the church trying to go inside, 
symbolizing that she really wants to be receiving Jesus for the first time but can only do this in a spiritual 
way now, as many of you also do. I never thought I would see a First Spiritual Communion of a second grader. 

It may be difficult to keep strong in our faith now, but seeing families in moments like this help keep faith 
alive and show that the Holy Spirit is present among us. So even though no one can enter through the doors 
of the church, the family is still trying to instill the importance of Jesus in their children’s lives. As Jesus 
said, if you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

To follow up on last week’s story in my letter, I received a call from the son of the woman to whom I gave 
Anointing of the Sick. She did pass and he did ask me to celebrate the funeral, even though she was not a 
parishioner. He asked me specifically because, he said to me, I was the last one to see her. Please continue 
to keep her family and all families in the same situation in your prayers. 

For those students celebrating a graduation day like no other before, congratulations to the Class of 2020. 
May God bless you all in your future endeavors. 

Thank you for your generous continuing support of St. Peter’s during this extraordinary time.

May God bless you and keep you safe.

Fr. Slawek


