
May 31, 2020 

The season of Easter concludes with today’s celebration of the feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost we 
celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem. 
Therefore, this event marks the beginning of the Church. Happy birthday to the Church on this feast day of 
Pentecost!

This brings to mind how wonderful it would have been for us all to gather this weekend for the Holy Mass. 
Unfortunately, we have to wait until we are certified by the Diocese, which we hope to have completed in 
time to celebrate Mass the weekend of June 13-14. The good news is that instead of a limit of 10 people in 
attendance, we will hopefully be able to have 150, according to the letter from the Bishop I received this 
past week. Though the time is coming close, we have much preparation to accomplish in the upcoming two 
weeks. Much of the reopening will depend on the number and availability of volunteers. If you are able, 
please consider helping the parish in this mission to reopen safely. Please visit our parish website or click on 
the link below for more details on volunteer opportunities.

I was also hoping to celebrate the 20th anniversary of my ordination with you all, which will be on June 
3rd. This made me reflect on what I miss the most during this time. Unfortunately, I am unable to celebrate 
the Mass with you, but it gives me great joy to be able to give you peace and forgiveness from God in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Last week I had an experience which gave me an idea. While I was walking 
in the parking lot, a young man asked me to hear his confession. So, I was able to talk to him and hear his 
confession while outside. To that end, this week I would like to offer to hear confessions outside of the 
church on Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday during the hours of 8:00-10:00 am and 3:00-5:00 pm. We do 
not need extra preparation since there will be nothing to clean and we can maintain a safe distance along 
with wearing masks. If you anticipate needing to sit, please bring your own portable chair.

In today’s Gospel, we heard that as Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, He sends them to 
continue His work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins. This Gospel reminds us that the Church 
is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. In the Sacrament of Penance, the Church celebrates 
the mercy of God in forgiving sins. This reconciling presence is also to be a way of life for Christians. In 
situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and harmony among people.



Although things have been relatively quiet at church, we are continuing progress with the stained glass 
windows. This week we will have a new window installed displaying the Transfiguration.

Additionally, thanks to the generosity of Patricia Laraia, we are going to have a security camera system 
installed, as well as a new beautiful welcoming “surprise” as you enter the church once we are all able to 
gather again.

Lastly, thank you to... 

• Warner Cruz and Pete Fricano who will help install the security cameras;

• Jim Wuerffel, who will assist in the installation of the stained glass window, and again Warner Cruz 
who will provide the lift needed for the project

Many thanks to ALL of our generous donors and supporters. Your dedication to our parish is priceless.

As we continue to remember and pray for those who suffer from the Coronavirus and doctors, nurses, and 
caretakers, we cannot forget to keep in prayer those who have died along with the people and families 
affected by the horrendous riots occurring throughout the United States. Let us pray for peace in our nation.

 

God bless you..

Fr. Slawek


